Insanity

Doing the same thing over and over expecting
different results . . .
- goute often attributed to Albert Einstein

We need innovative ways to compete globally,
including entrepreneurship and encouraging our
existing local businesses
to identify ways to bring
“new” money into the
region’s economy by
offering their products
and services online




Residents often feel powerless to impact change in the
State’s financial situation.

Local residents can be empowered
to bring about positive change in
their local economies and their State
by buying local whenever possible.

The message is simple:

“We can’t afford NOT to
shop locally.”




The Challenge

Challenge our local residents to think of “Southern
Illinois First”.

By encouraging our local residents to exert their
economic buying power in a commitment to spend
more monies in our local economies, we can in turn
make our local communities and our State stronger
and more economically viable. .

Our economy can be improved by:

+ the flow of monies into the economy
- the size of the drain by plugging leaks
x utilizing the multiplier effect




Buy Local — Sustainable

Communities Initiative

ldentify Items That Can Be Purchased Locally and Make
a Firm Commitment to Shift Those Purchases Back to
the Local Economies

Business Owners Throughout the Region Will Be Happy
for the Opportunity to Fulfill a Larger Percentage of
Local Demand

By Keeping Our Existing Monies Working
Harder for the Region, We Will In Turn
Strengthen Our Local Economy!




Buy Local — Sustainable

Communities Initiative

Southern lllinois First ...
Show Them You Care — Send Them a Gift From
Home!



A Vote For Your Community

When you spend your hard earned money on items
that can be purchased locally, you are either voting
FOR your community or AGAINST it.

So please, VOTE WISELY and VOTE OFTEN in support
of our local communities.




Reinvestment

Local businesses reinvest in their communities by:

*Investing in local banks

*Spending their profits locally

*Paying & generating local taxes %
*Hiring local service providers

*Advertising in local media

*Plus, they are the major supporters
of local charities, athletic programs,
fundraisers and school activities




Supports Government Services

As dollars are circulated and re-circulated and sales
taxes are generated locally, we can strengthen our
local economy and better enable our local
governments to provide essential services like public
safety, parks and recreation, utilities and
infrastructure.




Unique Opportunities within
Specific Counties




Unique Opportunities
within the Region
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Unique Challenges within the
Region - Internet




Collaborative and Regional

In Southern lllinois, we are continually being asked to
do more with less . ..

The region needs to be proactive and progressive in
our efforts to break down “silos” and work together to
develop a collaborative regional approach to
economic development because '
the viability and sustainability of
both our local economies and the
region as a whole is at stake!

We are all in it together!




Top 10 Reasons to Buy Local




Buy Illinois Challenge

The Buy Illinois Challenge encourages
every lllinois household to dedicate $10
of their weekly grocery budget to the =
purchase of lllinois products. If every S
household made this pledge, it would | *!
generate more than $2.4 billion a year

for the Illinois economy.

@

n

L
o

Hineis Department of Agriculturc®

Take the pledge today at http://www.buyillinoischallenge.com/

The newly-designed lllinois Product logo is available from IDOA. Any lllinois
food or agribusiness company that processes, produces, packages,
distributes or is headquartered in the state qualifies to use the logo. Retail
establishments and restaurants that carry Illlinois product(s) may also use
point-of-sale material.

http://www.agr.state.il.us/marketing/ilprod



A Central Virginia Initiative

Think:
Your local businesses give back more to the community.
More of your dollars stay in the community.
More jobs stay in the community.

Shop:

You can find anything you need locally.
You develop relationships locally.
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Buy:
Local businesses value, respect and appreciate your patronage.
More tax dollars go to schools and roads in your community.

Local:

Join the movement! Take the pledge to show your support: "l pledge to
THINK first of my local economy, SHOP first at my local businesses, and BUY
first from local companies who give back so much, in so many ways, to my
community."

A Central Virginia initiative www.thinkshopbuylocal.com




Impact on Economic Vitality

So what is the impact of your buying
patterns on the economic vitality of
your community (and your state)?






BUY LOCAL.

OR BYE BYE LOCAL.
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